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Abstract 
Teaching and Learning are the twin factors of education since the existence of 
man. Besides, the Primary and Secondary institutions are the bedrock on which 
the tenet of modern education industry is laid. However important these 
seems, the place of the 'use of library' must be examined, essentially because 
Nigerian children lack appropriate reading habit. This paper attempts to 
link the high rate of illiteracy in Nigeria to dearth of Library facilities and 
qualified personnel. It also highlights the relevance of school library in 
provision of materials to supplement and complement teaching and 
encourages children to read independently. The use of pictures, films and 
tapes will arouse pupil's interests in acquisition of reading skills, which will 
make them less dependent on teachers and lecture notes. 
Recommendations include adequate funding of library to cushion effect of 
inflation, employment of humane and professionally qualified staff and 
making library studies an integral part of school curriculum. 

Introduction 
Education is what happens to us from the day we are born till the day we die. According to 

Whawo (1997), "education is a process of developing the individual physically, mentally, and socially 
for his own welfare and the benefit of the society. This idea shows that education is the totality of 
experience which one acquire intentionally or unintentionally. It is a lifelong experience. It involves 
assisting the young or old members of the society and all the effort put into his development by any 
member of the society (Teachers). Nweke and Ughamadu (1997) viewed "education as a systematic 
training and instruction designed to transmit knowledge and develop skills in individual while 
Nwagwu (1983) sees education as the availability of people specially selected and trained to teach 
something to somebody within a structured, regulated and supervised environment- the school. These 
definitions are tailored towards changing the behaviour of individuals in the desired direction through the 
acquisition of skills and knowledge. 

From all available definition of the concept of "education "the central theme is that it is 
essentially a process of enculturation or socialization of the younger generation into the desirable 
ways of society. Education is thus meant to bring about awareness of the concept, norms, prohibitions 
and ideas of the culture of a society to its young and old members and to ensure that succeeding 
generation are perpetually linked to and established on preceding discoveries,, invention and 
knowledge already consolidated by society. 
Education is in various forms namely primary, secondary and tertiary education. Primary education also 
known as elementary education is the first level for which relevant educational authority, whether nation 
state or private entity requires formal education of its children (Encyclopedia Americana, 2002). 
National Policy on Education (2004) sees primary education as education given in an institution to 
children aged 6 -11+, that the rest of the education system is built upon it, so it determines the success or 
failure of the whole system. It is clear from all indication that primary education is the organized 
exposure of all children within the middle childhood's bracket (5 -12years) to learning opportunities 
under the supervision of the teacher. It is planned to pursue the objective of inculcating in the child the 
ability to read, write, count and communicate more effectively with the members of his social 
environment. While secondary education is divided into junior secondary school and senior 
secondary school is designed for students between the ages of 10 or 11 and 18 or 19, with only slight 
variation on the age range throughout the world (Encyclopedia, Americana, 2002). It is essentially the 
level of school between primary and higher education, which includes colleges and other forms of 
continued formal training. Secondary education generally is the last level of public schooling available 
to most people prior to entering the labour force or pursuing further career-oriented study. It is also 
through this level of schooling that the transition from childhood to adulthood is accomplished in most 
societies. 

 

 
A library is a repository of knowledge. It connotes a body of recorded information together for a 

specific purpose, organized for use and made available to users, (Encycl Americana, 2002). Clarke  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1997), viewed "Library as not just a building or warehouse of learning materials but an agent of 
educational, social, economic and political changes in the community where it is established. Human 
knowledge is not stored on books only; hence attempt is made to acquire these other related materials such as 
maps, manuscripts, photographs, films, slides, tapes, cassettes, videos, television, records, microfilms, etc. With 
all these at the back of our mind, a library can fee seen as 'an institution that acquires, organizers, preserves and 
make available the recorded knowledge of man in book and non- book formats to users. 

The Purposes of Primary Education 
In Nigeria, the purposes of primary education as spelt out in the national policy for education (FRN, 

2004), include the following: 
a) The  inculcation  of permanent  literacy  and  numeracy  and  the  ability  to  communicate 

effectively. 
b) The laying of a sound basis for scientific and reflective thinking. 
c) '   Citizenship education as a basis for effective participation and contribution to the life of the 

society. 
d) Character and moral training and the development of sound attitudes 
e) Giving the child opportunities for developing manipulative skills that will enable him to  

function effectively in the society with the limits of his capacity. 
f) Providing basic tools for further education advancement, including preparation for trades and 

crafts of the locality. 

The Aims/Purpose of Secondary Education 
According to the National policy on education (FRN, 2004), the aims of secondary education in the new 

dispensation are: 
1. The acquisition, development and inculcation of the proper value - preparation for the 

survival of the individual in society. 
2. The development of intellectual capacities and the acquisition of physical and mental skills 

for normal development within the environment. 

The Aims/Purpose of School Library 
School libraries are expected to provide materials to supplement and complement teaching and 

encourage children to read independently. They function as vital instruments in the education process. The 
importance of Libraries in primary and secondary education was emphasized by Obi (1977), when she said that: 

That student without access to supplement reading Materials in a school library will be handicapped. 
He will be judged largely on his ability to memorize. The student can learn and be judged on his skills in 
clarifying a problem, collecting information relative to its solution and formulating conclusions. This student 
will have acquired the foundation for independent learning. 

The modem school library offers variety of learning resource materials such as pictures, films, tapes 
and slides, which make learning more realistic and exciting. Libraries in primary and secondary schools lay the 
foundation of the reading habit and impact reading skills at the early stage of the pupil's education. Reading 
skills in children should be developed early enough and sustained by reading materials at successive stages of 
life. 

The following are the aims of a good school library 
1. It promotes the development of reading skills and encourages long-term learning 

habit through reading, listening to and viewing a variety of learning materials. 
2. It fosters in-depth study technique in children who can utilize the skills in pursuing 

education at higher level without depending solely on teachers. 
3. Provides background materials to supplement class teaching. The text books the 

students use and the notes they take in class can be excellent foundation for further 
development, but they are not enough for them to write good essays or carry out 
group project. 

4. Makes the child acquainted with books and other related materials so as to broaden 
their ideas and stimulates their appetite for knowledge. 

5. It aids the students in making reasonable use of their leisure time in the course of their 
study. 

6. Provides students with vocational information leading to the choice of a suitable 
career. 

7. Encourage the production of learning materials that are not available in the market 
but are needed for teaching some aspects of the school curriculum. 
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educational needs and services to pupils, teachers parents and other community 
members. 

The Use of Library in Primary and Secondary Education in Nigeria 
It is in early life that a taste for books and the habit of using libraries and their resources are most easily 

acquired. Moreover, the child of today will make a positive contribution to the development of the society, if 
giving adequate preparation for his expected future role. The child of today must know and understand his world 
if he or she wants to be a responsible citizen and a fully developed individual. He needs to understand not only 
himself and his immediate environment but also, other people and ways of finding things to achieve his future 
realization. He therefore needs access materials provided by libraries to help him acquire knowledge, 
understanding and inspiration necessary for services to mankind. Libraries therefore, have particular duties to 
provide opportunity for the formal and individual choice of books and other materials for children's special 
collection. For this reason, a balance must be kept between fiction of all kinds and non-fiction stock. It is a pity in 
developing countries especially Nigeria, Lip service have been paid to libraries and librarians especially in 
pre-tertiary institution despite the increasing awareness of the importance of libraries which provide learning 
resource in the education of children and young people all over the world. It was not until 2004, in the revised 
version of the National policy on education that libraries were mentioned. In the section on educational services 
the document states: 

"Libraries are one of the most important educational services, every state Ministry of 
education needs to provide fund for the establishment of libraries in all our 
educational institution and to train librarians and library assistant for his services." 

The purpose of education is to pass on society's cultural values and accumulated body of knowledge to 
the next generation and to prepare them for meaningful adult life. In particular, the new Nigerian education system 
has emphasized creativity, scientific and reflective thinking inter ethnic understanding among others and a 
holistic approach to teaching and learning especially at the primary level/Without the support of an efficient 
library, the school on its own cannot expect to achieve these laudable goals. But of the types of libraries 
existing in Nigeria today, Libraries in primary and secondary schools are the least developed. If we are to 
produce children who are self- reliant and better able to fit into their immediate environment and interact 
successfully with the world at large, we, need well-developed libraries in primary and secondary school with 
qualified personnel and adequate resources and facilities. 

A good library and its staff, will develop in children good reading skills and encourage long -term 
learning habits through listening, reading and viewing a wide variety of learning resources. Fayose (1995), 
wrote, "These learning habits forms the key to continuous success in school and to personal enrichment of 
leisure time throughout life." 

A child who has learned to de-code the letters of the alphabet cannot automatically become an avid reader. The 
habit must be encouraging and nurtured through the provision of interesting and challenging reading materials 
both in schools and at home. One of the reasons why illiteracy rate is high in Nigeria is because many people 
relapse into secondary illiteracy for want of adequate and relevant reading materials to sustain and consolidate 
the reading skills acquired in the classroom. According to the British Library Association (1974), the library is: 
"Basically, to support and enrich the formal curriculum of the school, to act as a broadening influence by 
providing pupils/students with the means of studying theories and ideas put forward by others, other than 
their teachers or textbooks and to facilitate research". 

 
 
 

This means that the library is not just teaching- oriented but, especially learning oriented, and it is not a 
passive jumble of resources rather its role is dynamic and outward looking. 

Apart from providing book materials, there are other activities the library can provide for children. 
They include: 

 
1. Junior library club: The activities of this club are not only directed towards books and reading 

but also towards other educational activities which help to develop the mental faculty of the 
child. According to Onowhakpor (1997), 'The activities include making of Christmas card, 
flags of different common wealth countries and quiz." 
This club makes children to work in-group so that they can learn from each other and acquire the skills 
of co-operative endeavour. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2.   story-telling: Elaturi(1991), opined that the librarian when telling stories to children, should 
select interesting books for children and that one or two stories should be read to the children 
while the remaining title should be introduced to them. The teacher- librarian could also read 
aloud an extract from a particular storybook and stop at a point of particular excitement. He 
then, encourages the children that the books are available in the library for those who wish to 
find out what happen next. These stories should have African settings and should be popular. 
This helps the children to identify with heroes and heroine, their fear, struggles and victories. 
These stories will take the children out of themselves only to associate with adult characters 
but also to become familiar with new words and expressions. 
Film show: This involves films on education and recreation, which form an important 
resource for reading and language development. All these various activities to children by 
libraries help to stimulate the imagination of the children. That is why Braimoh (1997),  
pointed out that:" The Library serves as a centre for the stimulation of interest, excitement, 
and a process of Instilling confidence in the users: 

In other words, exposure to library enables the young users to develop talents potentials, and 
capabilities both socially and academically. 

Problems of Libraries in Primary/Secondary Schools 
Libraries in primary/secondary schools in developing countries are not able to perform the various 

functions effectively for obvious reasons. For example, in Nigeria, no adequate attention has been given to the 
provision of libraries in both primary/secondary schools. Only a few secondary schools can boast of libraries, 
even when these exist, inexperienced staff instead of qualified teachers-librarians manages them 

   Anyaoku (1979), in a survey carried out observed that: 
i. The schools have no special rote for their libraries 
ii.         The Libraries' collections are meager and lack reference and recreational reading materials. iii.        
Libraries are managed by attendants who, lack any form of professional training. 
 iv.        There is no library orientation to acquaint the pupils/students with facilities in the library      
or what they can benefit from using the library,  
v.         In some cases, the library is in the principal's office and accessibility is therefore restricted' 

There is also the problem of ignorance of what a library stands for by the teacher - librarians who ought 
to arouse the interest of the children. This fact is corroborated by Roe (1965), when he wrote that: "Many 
teachers are handicapped by their ignorance of how a library may be put to effective education use. They had 
little or no experience of it during their own school days" 

Recommendations 
For a school library to achieve the laudable objective and fulfill its educational role. 

1. It must be supported by adequate and regular budget. Which should be able to  
provide for expansion of the library and make meaningful provision for constantly 
rising costs. 
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e Library staff must be equally qualified. He/she should at 
least  have   the   Nigerian   Certificate   in   Education   (NCE),   the   lowest  
teaching 
qualification in the country. 

3. Besides his/her qualification, the teacher librarian must be a person of wide interest 
and sympathies, enthusiastic and energetic. She/he must love children and ready to 
work with them. 

4. The teacher-librarian should be conversant with the curriculum needs of the school 
both current and anticipated. 

5. The school library should be an integral part of the school programmes and time 
should be allocated for it on the timetable so that library use skills and other services 
that will enable the library to permeate the academic and social fabric of the school 
are well integrated. 

6. Establishment of school libraries is often hampered by lack of interest and knowledge 
of the uses and organization of libraries on the part of teachers and the general public. 
To overcome this problem, the nation and states should include library education in 
teacher - training programme and organize in- service courses in school libraries for 
teacher - librarians and other interested teachers. With this sort of training teachers 
will champion the cause for the establishment of libraries in primary and secondary 
schools. 

7. Finally, I would suggest at this stage that external examine bodies should begin to 
include in their examination question that would test the extensive use of books and 
libraries as means of making teachers and students/pupils take the use of library more 
seriously. 

Conclusion 
The first essential for an effective and efficient library services in both primary and secondary schools in 

Nigeria is the staff that will build up the library collections and provide various services to teachers, students and 
even the administration. Since establishment of school libraries is often hampered by lack of interest and 
knowledge of the uses and organization of libraries on the part of teachers and the general public. 

For the school library to become the heart of teaching, it must acquire both books and other related 
materials such as magazines, newspaper, pictures, transparencies, maps, films, filmstrips, tapes, slides 
records and model of various types. Chosen books must be appropriate to the age, class, interest and the 
environment background of children, story books written for American or Canadian children may contain names 
of animals and plants that are unknown in Africa, describing scenes that children in African may never imagine 
and use expressions that are not used in Africa as well as convey feelings or attitude that conflict with what 
will be expected in other cultural backgrounds. Buying books or receiving donations of such books which are 
not relevant to the African culture, is not really educative enough to warrant the money, space and time given to 
the exercise. 
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